4                                           SECULARISM.
hope that each will personally respect the other as a searcher for truth (cheers); but while doing this, I may state so far as our reasonings are concerned, I give no quarter and I ask none.
To proceed then to our subject. My first proposition is that Secularism is Atheism. This, I fancy, Mr. Bradlaugh will not dispute, still it is important that I should have it acknowledged. Understand that I am not discussing whether Atheism be true or false, with that we have no concern at present, my only contention is that Secularism is Atheism. In reference to this Mr. Bradlaugh said in his debate with Mr. Harrison (p. 13): " there is another point that I do not think I need trouble to discuss, whether Secularism is Atheism or not, because I think it is. I have always said so, I believe, for the last thirteen years of my life, whenever I have had an opportunity of doing so." That Mr. Brad-laugh has not changed his opinion is shown by the National Reformer for October 16th, 1881, in which he writes: "I am, too, an Atheist, and I hold that the logical and ultimate consequence of adopting Secularism must be Atheism," and I perfectly agree with him, for the principles of the British Secular Union seem to me to be logically absurd. To say, as they do, that outside the concerns of "the present life, Secularist members are free to hold any opinions, and to promulgate such opinions on their own responsibility," seems to me to be very like quiet banter, for what opinions can be outside the concerns of this present life on any possible subject, philosophical or scientific? T therefore hold most thoroughly that the position of Mr. Bradlaugh is the only logical one, that is to say, that Secularism is Atheism.
My next proposition is that Secularism is Necessitarianism. Necessitarianism denies that we have freedom to will, and consequently affirms that our actions are not within our own control. The doctrine as stated by Mr. Mill (Examination, 562) is that" A volition is a moral effect, which follows the corresponding moral causes as certainly and invariably as physical effects follow their physical causes. Whether it must do so, I acknowledge myself to be entirely ignorant, be the phenomena moral or physical: and I condemn accordingly the word necessity as applied to either case." You will observe that he places mental acts and